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remains above ground which would establish its connection with
the Buddhist site mentioned by Kalhana and implied by the name
itself. As a result of a survey carried out by me in the neighbour-
hood, as has been described in the Ancient Monuments of Kashmir
(India Society, 1933), excavations were started on the mountain-side
directly above, and at a distance of about half a mile from, the
village of Harwan. These excavations have revealed what are in
some respects the most interesting archaeological remains in
Kashmir, unique in the character of their ornamentation and the
style and the material of their construction. The monuments are
all Buddhist, as is attested by their architectural character, as well
as by the presence of a large assortment of fragments of Buddhist
images and objects of worship discovered. Thus has conclusively
been established the correctness of the assertion of Kalhana that
there was a Buddhist settlement at Harwan, and as the monu-
ments so far excavated form a series extending from roughly the
third century A.D. to the eighth century, it is probable that Kalhana's
statement regarding Nagarjuna living at Harwan is correct.
Another case is the most important of Kashmir's mediaeval temples,
viz., Martand. But for the excavations carried out at this site, it
would have been impossible to reconcile the statements made by
Kalhana that a temple to Martanda, the Sun, was built by Ranaditya
and that a similar temple was built at the same place by Lalitaditya,
who lived in the eighth century, several centuries after Ranaditya.
As a matter of fact, there has been considerable divergence of opinion
on the subject, as there is only one temple in the locality, and there
are no traces of any other building which could by the remotest
chance be identified as the second temple mentioned by Kalhana,
It was only after the present writer carried out excavations, which
unfortunately are not yet complete, that it was discovered that in
fact there were, and are, two temples, the earlier temple being built